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QUESTION PRESENTED FOR REVIEW 

If it is true the American People are currently 

governed by a corrupt, ineffective, 

unrepresentative, and threatening government, do 

they have a reserved, inherent Right of Liberty to 

vote in a national referendum regarding the Voters' 

Bill of Rights in a peaceful attempt to recover, 

preserve, and better effectuate their democratic 

republic? 
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PARTIES TO THE PROCEEDINGS 

I. Petitioner William John Cox 

Petitioner is a natural person within the 

meaning of the Constitution of the United States 

and is a citizen of the State of California and the 

United States of America. His citizenship exists by 

virtue of the residency of his family in America 

since before its States were united and whose 

forefathers set aside their Quaker religious beliefs 

to fight for its independence. He is an inactive 

member of the State Bar of California, from which 

he retired in 2007 as a supervising trial counsel. 

 

II. Government of the United States of America 

The United States of America is represented by 

the Solicitor General of the United States. 

 

CORPORATE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to Rule 29.6, Petitioner states that no 

parties are corporations. 
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MOTION FOR LEAVE TO FILE 

PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS 

_______ 

The petitioner moves the Court for leave to file 

the following Petition for a Writ of Mandamus, the 

brief of which is hereby incorporated by reference. 

__________ 

 
PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS 

__________ 

 

JURISDICTION 

TThhee  bbaassiicc  ggrraanntt  ooff  jjuuddiicciiaall  ppoowweerr  iinn  tthhee  UU..SS..  

CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  iiss  eexxppaannssiivvee  aanndd  iinncclluuddeess  ""aallll  CCaasseess,,  

iinn  LLaaww  aanndd  EEqquuiittyy,,  aarriissiinngg  uunnddeerr  tthhiiss  

CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn..""  ((UU..SS..  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn,,  AArrttiiccllee  IIIIII,,  

SSeeccttiioonn  22))11  

TThhee  oorriiggiinnaall  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCoouurrtt  ttoo  ddiirreeccttllyy  

hheeaarr  mmaatttteerrss  eexxtteennddss  ttoo  ""aallll  CCaasseess  aaffffeeccttiinngg  

AAmmbbaassssaaddoorrss,,  ootthheerr  ppuubblliicc  MMiinniisstteerrss  aanndd  CCoonnssuullss,,  

aanndd  tthhoossee  iinn  wwhhiicchh  aa  SSttaattee  sshhaallll  bbee  aa  PPaarrttyy..""  TThhee  

CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  ggooeess  oonn  ttoo  ssaayy  tthhaatt,,  ""IInn  aallll  tthhee  ootthheerr  

CCaasseess  bbeeffoorree  mmeennttiioonneedd,,  tthhee  ssuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt  sshhaallll  

hhaavvee  aappppeellllaattee  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn,,  bbootthh  aass  ttoo  LLaaww  aanndd  

FFaacctt,,  wwiitthh  ssuucchh  EExxcceeppttiioonnss,,  aanndd  uunnddeerr  ssuucchh  

RReegguullaattiioonnss  aass  tthhee  CCoonnggrreessss  sshhaallll  mmaakkee..""  ((iibbiidd))  

HHoowweevveerr,,  tthhee  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  ddooeess  nnoott  eexxpplliicciittllyy  lliimmiitt  

tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CCoouurrtt  ttoo  ""aallll  CCaasseess  

 
1 The Eleventh Amendment to the U.S. Constitution restricted this 

power  in "any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against 

one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or 

Subjects of any Foreign State." 
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aaffffeeccttiinngg  AAmmbbaassssaaddoorrss,,  ootthheerr  ppuubblliicc  MMiinniisstteerrss  aanndd  

CCoonnssuullss,,  aanndd  tthhoossee  iinn  wwhhiicchh  aa  SSttaattee  sshhaallll  bbee  aa  

PPaarrttyy..""  NNoorr,,  ddooeess  tthhee  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  rreessttrriicctt  tthhee  

CCoouurrtt  ttoo  aappppeellllaattee  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  iinn  aallll  ootthheerr  

mmaatttteerrss——oonnllyy  tthhoossee  ccaasseess  wwhhiicchh  wweerree  ""bbeeffoorree  

mmeennttiioonneedd..""  IIff,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  tthhee  ccoonnttrroovveerrssyy  iiss  nnoott  

aammoonngg  tthhee  eennuummeerraatteedd  ccaasseess,,  aanndd  iiff  tthhee  rreelliieeff  

ssoouugghhtt  ccoouulldd  oonnllyy  bbee  ggrraanntteedd  bbyy  tthhee  SSuupprreemmee  

CCoouurrtt,,  tthhee  CCoouurrtt  mmuusstt  nneecceessssaarriillyy  hhaavvee  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  

jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  mmaatttteerr  iinn  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  

aannyy  ootthheerr  eeffffeeccttiivvee  rreemmeeddyy..  

TThhee  ggrraannttiinngg  ooff  tthhee  rreeqquueesstteedd  WWrriitt  ooff  

MMaannddaammuuss  wwoouulldd  aaiidd  tthhiiss  CCoouurrtt  iinn  tthhee  eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  

iittss  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  bbyy  ddeeffiinniittiivveellyy  eessttaabblliisshhiinngg  iittsseellff  aass  

aa  ccoo--eeqquuaall  bbrraanncchh  ooff  tthhee  ffeeddeerraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  wwiitthh  

tthhee  ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  ppoowweerr  ttoo  ccoommppeell  tthhee  LLeeggiissllaattiivvee  

aanndd  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  bbrraanncchheess  ttoo  rreessppeecctt  aanndd  ffaacciilliittaattee  tthhee  

eexxeerrcciissee  ooff  tthhee  iinnhheerreenntt  RRiigghhttss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy  hheelldd  bbyy  

tthhee  PPeeooppllee..  OOnnllyy  tthhiiss  CCoouurrtt  hhaass  tthhee  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  ttoo    

pprrootteecctt  tthhee  RRiigghhttss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  ootthheerr  ttwwoo  

bbrraanncchheess  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..  

AA  ddeecclliinnaattiioonn  bbyy  tthhiiss  CCoouurrtt  ttoo  rreevviieeww  tthhiiss  

ppeettiittiioonn——bbaassiinngg  iittss  ddeecciissiioonn  uuppoonn  aa  nnaarrrrooww  

iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  ooff  iittss  ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  ggrraanntt  ooff  oorriiggiinnaall  

jjuurriissddiiccttiioonnaall  ppoowweerrss——wwoouulldd  iiggnnoorree  iittss  oowwnn  

pprreevviioouuss  rruulliinnggss  wwhhiicchh  hhaavvee  aalllloowweedd  iittsseellff  aanndd  tthhee  

ootthheerr  ttwwoo  ppoowweerrss  ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ttoo  bbrrooaaddllyy  iinnccrreeaassee  

tthheeiirr  oorriiggiinnaall  ggrraannttss  ooff  ppoowweerr..  

AAss  eeaarrllyy  aass  11880033,,  tthhiiss  CCoouurrtt  eexxppaannddeedd  iittss  

jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  jjuuddiicciiaall  rreevviieeww  ooff  

ccoonnggrreessssiioonnaall  aaccttss——aalltthhoouugghh  nnoott  eexxpprreessssllyy  
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pprroovviiddeedd  ffoorr  iinn  tthhee  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn..  ((MMaarrbbuurryy  vv..  

MMaaddiissoonn,,  55  UU..SS..  ((11  CCrraanncchh))  113377,,  11880033))..  TThhee  CCoouurrtt  

ddeecciiddeedd  tthhaatt  aa  lleeggiissllaattiivvee  aacctt  rreeppuuggnnaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  

CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  iiss  nneecceessssaarriillyy  nnuullll  aanndd  vvooiidd,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  

tthhee  CCoouurrtt  hhaass  aa  dduuttyy  ttoo  ssoo  rruullee..    

IInn  aarrrriivviinngg  aatt  iittss  ddeecciissiioonn  iinn  MMaarrbbuurryy,,  TThhee  

CCoouurrtt  ssttaatteedd  ""TThhaatt  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  hhaavvee  aann  oorriiggiinnaall  

rriigghhtt  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  ffuuttuurree  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ssuucchh  

pprriinncciipplleess  aass,,  iinn  tthheeiirr  ooppiinniioonn  sshhaallll  mmoosstt  ccoonndduuccee  ttoo  

tthheeiirr  oowwnn  hhaappppiinneessss  iiss  tthhee  bbaassiiss  oonn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  

wwhhoollee  AAmmeerriiccaann  ffaabbrriicc  hhaass  bbeeeenn  eerreecctteedd..""  IItt  ccaannnnoott  

bbee  tthhaatt  tthhee  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn——ffoouunnddeedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  RRiigghhttss  

ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy——pprroovviiddeess  nnoo  rreemmeeddyy  ffoorr  aann  iinnddiivviidduuaall  

cciittiizzeenn  wwhhoo  ppeerrcceeiivveess,,  ccoorrrreeccttllyy,,  tthhaatt  hhiiss  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  hhaass  bbeeccoommee  ddeessttrruuccttiivvee  ooff  hhiiss  RRiigghhttss  ooff  

LLiibbeerrttyy  aanndd  sseeeekkss  tthhee  aassssiissttaannccee  ooff  tthhee  oonnllyy  ccoouurrtt  

wwiitthh  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  rreelliieeff..  IInn  ssuucchh  

cciirrccuummssttaanncceess,,  tthhee  CCoouurrtt  hhaass  aa  dduuttyy  ttoo  ffiinndd  iitt  hhaass  

tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn  ttoo  ccoonnssiiddeerr  tthhee  mmaatttteerr  aass  

bbeeiinngg  oonnee  oouuttssiiddee  tthhoossee  eennuummeerraatteedd  iinn  tthhee  

CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  aass  aappppeellllaattee  mmaatttteerrss  aanndd  tthhoossee  lliisstteedd  

iinnttrriinnssiiccaallllyy  aass  mmaatttteerrss  ooff  oorriiggiinnaall  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn..  

IIff  tthhiiss  HHoonnoorraabbllee  CCoouurrtt  ddooeess  nnoott  eexxeerrcciissee  iittss  

ppoowweerr  ttoo  oorrddeerr  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  rreeffeerreenndduumm  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee  

ooff  ggrraavvee  ccrriissiiss,,  tthheenn  tthhee  ppeettiittiioonneerr  iiss  ddeenniieedd  aann  

eeffffeeccttiivvee  FFiirrsstt  AAmmeennddmmeenntt  rriigghhtt  ttoo  ppeettiittiioonn  hhiiss  

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ffoorr  rreeddrreessss  ooff  ggrriieevvaanncceess,,  aanndd  hhee  iiss  nnoott  

aalllloowweedd  tthhee  ffuullll  eennjjooyymmeenntt  ooff  hhiiss  NNiinntthh  aanndd  TTeenntthh  

AAmmeennddmmeenntt  ppeerrssoonnaall  RRiigghhttss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy..  TThhiiss  wwoouulldd  

bbee  iinnttoolleerraabbllee..  
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A failure of this Court to hear this matter will 

deprive the petitioner of a legal remedy. No other 

court has the constitutional authority to compel the 

Executive and Legislative Powers of the United 

States government to conduct a national 

referendum on the Voters' Bill of Rights.  

Moreover, questions presented by this petition 

regarding the inherent Rights of Liberty and the 

relationship of the People and their States to the 

United States must necessarily be decided by this 

Court. 

________________ 

RELEVANT LEGAL PROVISIONS 

First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: 

Congress shall make no law . . . abridging . 

. . the right of the people peaceably . . . to 

petition the Government for a redress of 

grievances. 

Ninth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: 

The enumeration in the Constitution of 

certain rights shall not be construed to 

deny or disparage others retained by the 

people. 

Tenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: 

The powers not delegated to the United 

States by the Constitution, nor prohibited 

to it by the States, are reserved to the 

States respectively, or to the people. 
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All Writs Act, 28 U.S. Code § 1651 

(a) The Supreme Court and all courts 

established by Act of Congress may issue 

all writs necessary or appropriate in aid of 

their respective jurisdictions and agreeable 

to the usages and principles of law. 

(b) An alternative writ or rule nisi may be 

issued by a justice or judge of a court which 

has jurisdiction. 

__________ 

SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCAASSEE  

TThhiiss  iiss  aann  aaccttiioonn  bbrroouugghhtt  bbyy  aa  nnaattuurraall  ppeerrssoonn  ooff  

lliibbeerrttyy  aanndd  aa  cciittiizzeenn  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  ooff  

AAmmeerriiccaa  aanndd  tthhee  SSttaattee  ooff  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa  aass  aa  FFiirrsstt  

AAmmeennddmmeenntt  ppeettiittiioonn  ffoorr  rreeddrreessss  ooff  ggrriieevvaanncceess  aanndd  aa  

NNiinntthh  aanndd  TTeenntthh  AAmmeennddmmeenntt  aasssseerrttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  

RRiigghhttss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy,,  pprreesseenntteedd  iinn  tthhee  ffoorrmm  ooff  aann  

aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ffoorr  aa  wwrriitt  ooff  mmaannddaammuuss  ttoo  ccoommppeell  aa  

nnaattiioonnaall  rreeffeerreenndduumm  oonn  tthhee  VVootteerrss''  BBiillll  ooff  RRiigghhttss  

uunnddeerr  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  wwhheerree  tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  ootthheerr  

vviiaabbllee  aalltteerrnnaattiivveess..  

  

II..  IItt  iiss  AApppprroopprriiaattee  TThhaatt  MMaannddaammuuss  IIssssuuee  

AAssssuummiinngg  ccoorrrreeccttnneessss  ooff  tthhee  aarrgguummeenntt  

pprreesseenntteedd  ssuupprraa  ccoonncceerrnniinngg  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn,,  tthhee  ppoowweerr  

ooff  tthhiiss  CCoouurrtt  ttoo  iissssuuee  mmaannddaammuuss  ttoo  ccoommppeell  

ccoommpplliiaannccee  iiss  iinnhheerreenntt  iinn  tthhee  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn,,  

ootthheerrwwiissee  aa  PPeerrssoonn  wwoouulldd  bbee  wwiitthhoouutt  aa  rreemmeeddyy  

sshhoouulldd  aa  pprrooppeerr  qquueessttiioonn  bbee  pprreesseenntteedd..  RReeffeerreennccee  iinn  

MMaarrbbuurryy  vv..  MMaaddiissoonn,,  ssuupprraa  ttoo  lliimmiittaattiioonnss  oonn  ssuucchh  
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ppoowweerr  mmuusstt  bbee  ddiissttiinngguuiisshheedd  aass  ddiiccttaa  iinn  tthhaatt  tthheerree  

tthhee  CCoouurrtt  hheelldd  tthheerree  wwaass  nnoo  oorriiggiinnaall  jjuurriissddiiccttiioonn..  

SSuubbsseeqquueenntt  ccaasseess  ddeecciiddeedd  bbyy  tthhiiss  CCoouurrtt  hhaavvee  

eessttaabblliisshheedd  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  CCoouurrtt,,  aass  aa  mmaatttteerr  ooff  

dduuee  pprroocceessss,,  ttoo  mmaannddaattee  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  aa  

mmiinniisstteerriiaall  dduuttyy,,  ee..gg..,,  GGaarrffiieelldd  vv..  UU..SS..,,  221111  UU..SS..  

224499,,  ((11990088))..  

AA  hhiigghheerr  tthhrreesshhoolldd  iiss  eennccoouunntteerreedd  iinn  mmaatttteerrss  ooff  

ddiissccrreettiioonn..  PPeettiittiioonneerr  ccoonncceeddeess  tthhee  aabbsseennccee  ooff  

aauutthhoorriittyy  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  pprrooppoossiittiioonn  tthhaatt  aann  

eelleecctteedd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooffffiicciiaall  mmaayy  bbee  ccoommppeelllleedd  ttoo  

eexxeerrcciissee  hhiiss  oorr  hheerr  ddiissccrreettiioonn  iinn  aa  ppaarrttiiccuullaarr  

mmaannnneerr..  AAlltthhoouugghh  lliiaabbiilliittyy  ccaann  bbee  eessttaabblliisshheedd  oonnccee  

ddiissccrreettiioonn  hhaass  bbeeeenn  eexxeerrcciisseedd  ((CCoossttlleeyy  vv..  UUnniitteedd  

SSttaatteess,,  118811  ff..22DD  772233,,  55tthh  CCiirr..,,  11995500)),,  aa  ffaaiilluurree  ttoo  

eexxeerrcciissee  ddiissccrreettiioonn  iiss  nnoott  oorrddiinnaarriillyy  aaccttiioonnaabbllee..  

AA  mmoorree  ccoommppeelllliinngg  ccaassee  aarriisseess,,  hhoowweevveerr,,  iiff  

tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  ootthheerr  vviiaabbllee  ooppttiioonnss  aavvaaiillaabbllee,,  aanndd  

tthheerree  iiss  bbuutt  oonnee  ddeecciissiioonn  tthhaatt  pprroovviiddeess  aa  jjuusstt  

rreemmeeddyy  uunnddeerr  tthhee  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess..  TThhiiss  iiss  eessppeecciiaallllyy  

ttrruuee  iiff  oorrddeerriinngg  aa  nnaattiioonnaall  rreeffeerreenndduumm  rreeggaarrddiinngg  

tthhee  VVootteerrss''  BBiillll  ooff  RRiigghhttss  iiss  tthhee  oonnllyy  llooggiiccaall  aanndd  

nnoonnvviioolleenntt  wwaayy  ttoo  eeffffeeccttiivveellyy  mmooddiiffyy  aanndd  pprreesseerrvvee  

tthhee  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess,,  aanndd  iiff  aa  

ffaaiilluurree  ttoo  aacctt  wwoouulldd  aallllooww  tthhee  ddeessttrruuccttiioonn  ooff  hhaarrdd--

wwoonn  ffrreeeeddoommss  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee  uunnaabbaatteedd..  

IInn  ssuucchh  ccaassee,,  tthhee  ooaatthh  ooff  ooffffiiccee  ttaakkeenn  bbyy  aann  

eelleecctteedd  oorr  aappppooiinntteedd  ooffffiicciiaall  bbeeccoommeess  aa  mmiinniisstteerriiaall  

dduuttyy  ttoo  bbee  eexxeerrcciisseedd  iinn  tthhee  oonnllyy  mmaannnneerr  ccoonnssiisstteenntt  

wwiitthh  tthhee  ccoonnttiinnuuaannccee  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  aass  aa  

hheeaalltthhyy  ddeemmooccrraattiicc  rreeppuubblliicc..  AAssssuummiinngg  tthhee  
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ccoorrrreeccttnneessss  ooff  ppeettiittiioonneerr''ss  aasssseerrtteedd  ffaaccttss,,  

mmaannddaammuuss  wwoouulldd  bbee  aapppprroopprriiaattee  ttoo  ccoommppeell  tthhee  

ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  ooff  aann  eesssseennttiiaall,,  ootthheerrwwiissee  

ddiissccrreettiioonnaarryy  aacctt..  

AAtt  wwhhiicchh  ppooiinntt  ddooeess  aa  ppoolliittiiccaall  iissssuuee  bbeeccoommee  aa  

ccrriittiiccaall  mmaatttteerr  ooff  lliibbeerrttyy  ffoorr  eevveerryy  AAmmeerriiccaann??  

TThhee  vveerryy  eesssseennccee  ooff  cciivviill  lliibbeerrttyy  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  

ccoonnssiissttss  iinn  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ooff  eevveerryy  iinnddiivviidduuaall  ttoo  

ccllaaiimm  tthhee  pprrootteeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  llaawwss,,  wwhheenneevveerr  

hhee  rreecceeiivveess  aann  iinnjjuurryy..  OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  dduuttiieess  

ooff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iiss  ttoo  aaffffoorrdd  tthhaatt  pprrootteeccttiioonn..  

IInn  GGrreeaatt  BBrriittaaiinn  tthhee  KKiinngg  hhiimmsseellff  iiss  ssuueedd  iinn  

tthhee  rreessppeeccttffuull  ffoorrmm  ooff  aa  ppeettiittiioonn,,  aanndd  hhee  

nneevveerr  ffaaiillss  ttoo  ccoommppllyy  wwiitthh  tthhee  jjuuddggmmeenntt  ooff  

tthhee  ccoouurrtt..  ..  ..  ..  

TThhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  hhaass  

bbeeeenn  eemmpphhaattiiccaallllyy  tteerrmmeedd  aa  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  

llaawwss,,  aanndd  nnoott  ooff  mmeenn..  IItt  wwiillll  cceerrttaaiinnllyy  cceeaassee  

ttoo  ddeesseerrvvee  tthhiiss  hhiigghh  aappppeellllaattiioonn,,  iiff  tthhee  llaawwss  

ffuurrnniisshh  nnoo  rreemmeeddyy  ffoorr  tthhee  vviioollaattiioonn  ooff  aa  

vveesstteedd  lleeggaall  rriigghhtt..  ((MMaarrbbuurryy  vv..  MMaaddiissoonn,,  

ssuupprraa,,  aatt  pp..  116633..))  

  

IIII..  TThhee  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  ooff  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee  iiss  

IInnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinn  tthhee  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  

PPrreeddaattiinngg  tthhee  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  aanndd  BBiillll  ooff  RRiigghhttss,,  

tthhee  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  ooff  IInnddeeppeennddeennccee  iiss  tthhee  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  

ooff  sseellff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iinn  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess::  

WWEE  hhoolldd  tthheessee  TTrruutthhss  ttoo  bbee  sseellff--eevviiddeenntt,,  

tthhaatt  aallll  MMeenn  aarree  ccrreeaatteedd  eeqquuaall,,  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  
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aarree  eennddoowweedd  bbyy  tthheeiirr  CCrreeaattoorr  wwiitthh  cceerrttaaiinn  

uunnaalliieennaabbllee  RRiigghhttss,,  tthhaatt  aammoonngg  tthheessee  aarree  

LLiiffee,,  LLiibbeerrttyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  PPuurrssuuiitt  ooff  

HHaappppiinneessss——TThhaatt  ttoo  sseeccuurree  tthheessee  rriigghhttss,,  

GGoovveerrnnmmeennttss  aarree  iinnssttiittuutteedd  aammoonngg  MMeenn,,  

ddeerriivviinngg  tthheeiirr  jjuusstt  ppoowweerrss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ccoonnsseenntt  

ooff  tthhee  ggoovveerrnneedd..  TThhaatt  wwhheenneevveerr  aannyy  FFoorrmm  

ooff  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  bbeeccoommeess  ddeessttrruuccttiivvee  ooff  tthheessee  

eennddss,,  iitt  iiss  tthhee  RRiigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ttoo  aalltteerr  oorr  

ttoo  aabboolliisshh  iitt,,  aanndd  ttoo  iinnssttiittuuttee  nneeww  

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  llaayyiinngg  iittss  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  oonn  ssuucchh  

pprriinncciipplleess  aanndd  oorrggaanniizziinngg  tthhee  ppoowweerrss  iinn  

ssuucchh  ffoorrmm,,  aass  ttoo  tthheemm  sshhaallll  sseeeemm  mmoosstt  

lliikkeellyy  ttoo  eeffffeecctt  tthheeiirr  SSaaffeettyy  aanndd  HHaappppiinneessss..  

((EEmmpphhaassiiss  aaddddeedd))..  

The rights that are asserted in the Declaration 

of Independence derived from the Renaissance 

theory that certain rights are inherent in natural 

law and cannot be granted, modified, or taken 

away. At common law, there could be no right 

without a remedy (ubi jus ibi remedium). 

Expressed otherwise as the "Dignity of the 

Law," or simply as the right to be treated fairly, 

these natural rights provided the legal basis of the 

original Declaration of Independence and the 

American governments that followed. The Rights of 

Liberty expressed in the Declaration were vested ab 

initio. They are not included in  the Constitution——it is 

founded upon them. Unless these fundamental rights 

are protected by the Constitution (and this Court), it 

is null and void. 
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Although the Declaration of Independence has 

been mentioned more than 100 times in its decisions, 

this Court has never relied on the Declaration as 

authority. Rather, it has been cited as dicta. In Cotting 

v. Godard, the Court said: 

While such declaration of principles may not 

have the force of organic law, or be made the 

basis of judicial decision as to the limits or 

right and duty, and while in all cases reference 

must be had to the organic law of the nation 

for such limits, yet the latter is but the body 

and the letter of which the form is the thought 

and the spirit, and it is always safe to read the 

letter of the Constitution in the spirit of the 

Declaration of Independence. No duty rests 

more imperatively upon the courts than the 

enforcement of those constitutional provisions 

intended to secure that equality of rights which 

is the foundation of free government. (183 U.S. 

79, 107, 1901) 

Cotting relied on Yick Wo v. Hopkins earlier 

decided by this Court in 1886: 

Sovereignty itself is, of course, not subject to 

law, for it is the author and source of law; but 

in our system, while sovereign powers are 

delegated to the agencies of government, 

sovereignty itself remains with the people, by 

whom and for whom all government exists 

and acts. And the law is the definition and 

limitation of power. It is, indeed, quite true 

that there must always be lodged somewhere, 
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and in some person or body, the authority of 

final decision; and in many cases of mere 

administration, the responsibility is purely 

political, no appeal lying except to the 

ultimate tribunal of the public judgment, 

exercised either in the pressure of opinion, or 

by means of the suffrage. But the fundamental 

rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness, considered as individual 

possessions, are secured by those maxims of 

constitutional law which are the monuments 

showing the victorious progress of the race in 

securing to men the blessings of civilization 

under the reign of just and equal laws, so that, 

in the famous language of the Massachusetts 

bill of rights, the government of the 

commonwealth 'may be a government of laws 

and not of men.' (118 U.S. 356, 369) 

 

IIIIII..  TThhee  PPeerrssoonnaall  RRiigghhttss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy  aarree  aa  VVeesstteedd  

  LLeeggaall  RRiigghhtt  

Although the Rights of Liberty were not directly 

expressed in the Constitution, they have served as the 

loom upon which the fabric of freedom has been 

woven. In the famous words of Patrick Henry, "I 

know not what course others may take; but as for me, 

give me liberty or give me death." 

Near the end of the Civil War, President 

Abraham Lincoln opened his Gettysburg Address 

with a recognition of the role of liberty in the 

foundation of the United States, "Four Score and 
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seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this 

continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and 

dedicated to the proposition that all men are created 

equal." 

Lincoln concluded his Address with the 

resolution "that these dead shall not have died in 

vain——that this nation, under God, shall have a new 

birth of freedom——and that government of the  

people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish 

from the earth." The right of all People to a 

government that respects and represents them must 

necessarily be included in the Rights of Liberty, even 

though it is not stated in the Constitution. 

More recently, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

gave expression to the Rights of Liberty in several 

declarations of rights. In his State of the Union 

address in 1941, he proposed that people, 

"everywhere in the world" ought to enjoy the freedom 

of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want, 

and freedom from fear. Roosevelt relied upon these 

four freedoms as a justification for the Nation's 

participation in World War II. The cry of young 

people today for an end to gun violence in their 

schools is but an expression of their right to be free 

from fear. Even though it is not listed in the 

Constitution, the right to learn in a peaceful 

environment has to be among the Rights of Liberty.  

Near the end of World War II and his own death, 

Roosevelt proposed a "Second Bill of Rights" that 

included: Employment (right to work), food, clothing 
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and leisure with enough income to support them; 

farmer's rights to a fair income; freedom from unfair 

competition and monopolies; housing; medical care; 

social security; and education. Although these rights 

have not been expressly included in the Constitution, 

surely they are included in the Rights of Liberty that 

created it. 

In Griswold v. Connecticut, decided in 1965, the 

opinion of Court was delivered by Justice Black. The 

Court found that——when viewed in its entirety——the 

Constitution provides a right to privacy 

(contraception). The majority opinion held that ". . . 

specific guarantees in the Bill of Rights have 

penumbras, formed by emanations from those 

guarantees that help give them life and substance." 

(381 U.S. 479, 484) 

It was, however, the concurring opinion of Justice 

Goldberg (joined by Chief Justice Warren and Justice 

Brennan) that provided the majority in Griswold and 

which offered a pertinent discussion of the Rights of 

Liberty. Relying on the Ninth Amendment, Justice 

Goldberg stated, "I do agree that the concept of liberty 

protects those personal rights that are fundamental, 

and is not confined to the specific terms of the Bill of 

Rights." 

Justice Goldberg emphasized the priority of the 

Ninth Amendment by quoting James Madison, the 

author of the Bill of Rights: 

It has been objected also against a bill of 

rights that, by enumerating particular 



 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

exceptions to the grant of power, it would 

disparage those rights which were not placed 

in that enumeration, and it might follow, by 

implication, that those rights which were not 

singled out were intended to be assigned into 

the hands of the General Government, and 

were consequently insecure. This is one of the 

most plausible arguments I have ever heard 

urged against the admission of a bill of rights 

into this system, but I conceive that it may be 

guarded against. I have attempted it, as 

gentlemen may see by turning to last clause 

of the fourth resolution [the Ninth 

Amendment]. (381 U.S. 479, 489-490) 

If it is true that the People memorialized their 

sovereignty by way of the Ninth Amendment, then 

their Rights of Liberty are inherent in the Constitution 

and necessarily constitute a vested legal right which 

demands the protection of this Court. 

 

IV. The Unlimited Power of Liberty and Consent 

Originating with each Person, the flow of the 

power of liberty begins with each individual's consent 

to be governed by local councils, state governments, 

and the federal government. The power of the 

People's consent extends well beyond their elected 

federal officials, to join with all of humanity at the 

United Nations. 

The extraordinary power of the People creates a 

Personhood of Liberty, encompassing the States and 
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the United States, as a unity of all of the People 

therein. 

Illuminating the darkness of government——

allowing the People to control its performance——is the 

light of every Person's Rights of Liberty. Possessed by 

all Americans, the combined, residual power of 

consent must always exceed that of any of its 

delegations and enumerations. Consent is the sine qua 

non of legitimate government power. Without it, there 

is nothing. 

The Fourteenth Amendment—which 

established a personal right of citizenship in every 

Person's state of residency and of the United 

States—expanded due process and equal protection 

and provided means for the People to enforce their 

constitutional rights against the States. (U.S. 

Constitution, Fourteenth Amendment) 

In Lawrence v. Texas, this Court affirmed that 

the due process provisions of the Fifth and 

Fourteenth Amendment provide a right to liberty, 

and went on to say, "As the Constitution endures, 

persons in every generation can invoke its 

principles in their own search for greater freedom."  

(539 U.S. 558, 579, 2003) 

The Due Process Clause of the Fifth and 

Fourteenth Amendments did not alter or impose 

limits on the Rights of Liberty—as they are natural 

and cannot be restricted or revoked. These rights 

extend beyond the protections afforded by the Bill 

of Rights and subsequent amendments, including 
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the Fourteenth. Just because a right is not 

expressed, does not mean that the right does not 

exist. 

Were it not for the Ninth Amendment, the 

failure of the Constitution, and its amendments, to 

explicitly  acknowledge the broad personal Rights 

of Liberty as a restraint upon the government of 

the United States would be a fatal omission, 

inasmuch as these natural rights are more than 

inherent; they are absolute! 

Every woman and man—every child—every 

person must necessarily be afforded the full 

protection of their personal Rights of Liberty, 

otherwise the incumbent federal government no 

longer serves the American People, or their States. 

Such a government loses its legitimacy and risks 

becoming a nullity. 

The  consent of the People to be governed 

cannot be taken for granted. The concentration of 

power derived from consent has legitimacy only so 

long as the government exists as a beneficial 

political expression of the needs and desires of the 

American People. The government cannot exist as a 

threatening and repressive force that endangers 

the People, and the future of their children. 

 These personal Rights of Liberty—which are 

the foundation of the Constitution and were 

reaffirmed through the Ninth and Tenth 

Amendments—had their origin in the natural right 

of Dignity Before the Law. That basic and 
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elemental human right continues to be shared by 

all Americans, in concert with their States. 

V. The Residual Rights and Powers of the 

 States Are Transcendent 

The extraordinary retained power of the 

People, and their unity, can be alternatively 

imagined and perceived as the People of the States 

United of America. It is perhaps a more accurate 

way of defining the political relationship between 

the People, their States, and their federal 

government. 

Under the Ninth and Tenth Amendments, the 

Rights of Liberty are retained by the People and 

their States. This potent residual power establishes 

the priority between the People and their States on 

one hand, and the more limited grant of powers 

held by the government of  the United States. 

Encompassing the duality of state and federal 

citizenships, is the Personhood of Liberty that 

includes all of the American People. United in self 

government, the People—always and necessarily—

hold the ultimate power, extending through the 

governments of their communities, States, and 

United States. 

Viewing the Rights of Liberty as creating a 

communion of the People in a transcendent States 

United of America, is a more meaningful way to 

define the relationships of the existing 

governments in the United States of America to all 

of the People who reside therein. 
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A unanimous legislative vote by the States 

would be sufficient to challenge the legitimacy of 

any incumbent federal government of the United 

States. Such a joint action would be a persuasive 

demonstration of the power of liberty. 

A demand by the States for a national 

referendum on the Voters' Bill of Rights could not 

be ignored by the federal government—without 

confirming its illegitimacy. The alternative would 

be another Constitutional Convention—the 

outcome of which would be entirely unpredictable.  

The People's reserved Rights of Liberty, as 

expressed through their States, transcends and 

defeats any attempt by the federal government to 

limit those rights. 

  

VVII..  IItt  IIss  NNeecceessssaarryy  aanndd  UUrrggeenntt  TThhaatt  TThhiiss  MMaatttteerr

  BBee  RReevviieewweedd  

TThhee  LLeeggiissllaattiivvee  aanndd  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  PPoowweerrss  aarree  

ffaaiilliinngg  ttoo  aacctt  iinn  tthhee  bbeesstt  iinntteerreessttss  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  

PPeeooppllee——iinn  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  ooppeerraattiinngg  aa  ccoorrrruupptt,,  

iinneeffffeeccttiivvee,,  uunnrreessppoonnssiivvee,,  aanndd  tthhrreeaatteenniinngg  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..  

BBeeccaauussee  ooff  tthhee  eennoorrmmoouuss  eexxppeennssee  ooff  ccoonndduuccttiinngg  

ppoolliittiiccaall  ccaammppaaiiggnnss,,  eelleecctteedd  ooffffiicciiaallss  aanndd  jjuuddggeess,,  aatt  

eevveerryy  lleevveell,,  hhaavvee  bbeeccoommee  ppoolliittiiccaallllyy  oobblliiggaatteedd  ttoo  aa  

ppoowweerrffuull  ccoommbbiinnaattiioonn  ooff  llaarrggee  ccoorrppoorraattiioonnss,,  ssppeecciiaall  

iinntteerreesstt  ggrroouuppss,,  aanndd  aa  wweeaalltthhyy  eelliittee  ffoorr  ccaammppaaiiggnn  

ffuunnddiinngg..  TThhiiss  ddeeppeennddeennccee  tthhrreeaatteennss  tthhee  ppeerrssoonnaall  

RRiigghhttss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy  ooff  eevveerryy  AAmmeerriiccaann,,  aanndd  eevveerryy  

lleeggiissllaattiivvee  aatttteemmpptt  ttoo  rreessttrraaiinn  tthhee  ppoolliittiiccaall  



 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

ccoorrrruuppttiioonn  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ssttrruucckk  ddoowwnn  oorr  lliimmiitteedd..  IInn  

tthheessee  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess,,  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  aarree  jjuussttiiffiieedd  iinn  

wwiitthhddrraawwiinngg  tthheeiirr  ccoonnsseenntt  ttoo  bbee  ggoovveerrnneedd  aanndd  ttoo  

ddeeccllaarree  tthheeiirr  ppeerrssoonnaall  RRiigghhttss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy  aass  

pprrootteeccttiioonn  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt——

wwhhiicchh  iiss  aaccttiinngg  ccoonnttrraarryy  ttoo  tthhee  rriigghhttss  aanndd  bbeesstt  

iinntteerreessttss  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  PPeeooppllee..  

EEvviiddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  ffaaiilluurree  ooff  tthhee  ffeeddeerraall  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iiss  aabbuunnddaanntt..  TThhee  mmoosstt  rreecceenntt  GGaalllluupp  

ppoollll  ppllaacceess  tthhee  aapppprroovvaall  ooff  CCoonnggrreessss  bbyy  tthhee  

AAmmeerriiccaann  PPeeooppllee  aatt  1166  ppeerrcceenntt..  RReeggiisstteerriinngg  aass  llooww  

aass  3322  ppeerrcceenntt,,  PPrreessiiddeenntt  TTrruummpp''ss  aapppprroovvaall  rraattiinngg  iiss  

tthhee  lloowweesstt  ooff  aannyy  pprreessiiddeenntt  iinn  hhiissttoorryy,,  eessppeecciiaallllyy  

wwhheenn  bbuurrddeenneedd  bbyy  aa  4444  ppeerrcceenntt  ddiissaapppprroovvaall  rraattiinngg..  

TThhee  aapppprroovvaall  rraattee  ooff  tthhiiss  CCoouurrtt  iiss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  hhiigghheerr  

aatt  4499  ppeerrcceenntt,,  bbuutt  iitt  iiss  aallssoo  ddiissaapppprroovveedd  ooff  bbyy  4400  

ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  PPeeooppllee..  

NNeeiitthheerr  tthhee  LLeeggiissllaattiivvee,,  nnoorr  tthhee  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  

PPoowweerr,,  aarree  aaccttiinngg  ccoommppeetteennttllyy  ttoo  ddeeaall  wwiitthh  tthhee  

ccrriittiiccaall  ppoolliittiiccaall,,  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall,,  eeccoonnoommiicc,,  aanndd  

mmiilliittaarriizzaattiioonn  iissssuueess  tthhaatt  tthhrreeaatteenn  nnoott  oonnllyy  tthhee  

lliibbeerrttyy  aanndd  ffrreeeeddoommss  ooff  aallll  AAmmeerriiccaannss,,  bbuutt  tthhee  

eennttiirreettyy  ooff  hhuummaanniittyy..    

WWiitthh  tthhee  rreenneewwaall  ooff  tthhee    UUSSAA  PPAATTRRIIOOTT  AAcctt  

aanndd    tthhee  wwaarrrraannttlleessss  ssuurrvveeiillllaannccee  pprrooggrraamm,,  

vviioollaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ppeerrssoonnaall  RRiigghhttss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy——

iinncclluuddiinngg  pprriivvaaccyy——ttaakkee  ppllaaccee  aaggaaiinnsstt  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  

PPeeooppllee  oonn  aa  ccoonnssttaanntt  bbaassiiss..  

NNoott  oonnllyy  ddooeess  tthhee  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  

SSttaatteess  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  rreepprreesseenntt  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  PPeeooppllee,,  

tthheerree  aarree  mmaajjoorr,,  uunnrreessoollvveedd  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  sseeccuurriittyy  
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iissssuueess  rreeggaarrddiinngg  tthhee  lleeggiittiimmaaccyy  ooff  tthhee  22001166  

pprreessiiddeennttiiaall  eelleeccttiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  mmaanniippuullaattiivvee  

iinnfflluueennccee  ooff  aa  ffoorreeiiggnn  ppoowweerr  iinn  tthhaatt  eelleeccttiioonn..  

MMoosstt  ccrriittiiccaallllyy,,  PPrreessiiddeenntt  TTrruummpp  hhaass  ddeelleeggaatteedd  

hhiiss  ccoommmmaanndd  aanndd  ccoonnttrrooll  ooff  wwaarr--mmaakkiinngg  ppoowweerrss  ttoo  

bbaattttlleeffiieelldd--lleevveell  ooffffiicceerrss,,  wwhhoo  aarree  bbeeiinngg  gguuiiddeedd  bbyy  aa  

rreevviisseedd  NNuucclleeaarr  PPoossttuurree  RReevviieeww  tthhaatt  aacccceeppttss  tthhee  

uussee  ooff  ttaaccttiiccaall  nnuucclleeaarr  wweeaappoonnss  iinn  ccoonnvveennttiioonnaall  

sseettttiinnggss..  TThhiiss  iiss  aann  eexxttrreemmeellyy  ddaannggeerroouuss  aanndd  

uunnccoonnssttiittuuttiioonnaall  eexxppaannssiioonn  aanndd  mmiissuussee  ooff  eexxeeccuuttiivvee  

ppoowweerrss..  IInn  eeiitthheerr  ccaassee,,  tthhee  tthhrreeaatt  ooff  nnuucclleeaarr  wwaarr  

rreepprreesseennttss  aa  cclleeaarr  aanndd  pprreesseenntt  ddaannggeerr  ttoo  tthhee  

AAmmeerriiccaann  PPeeooppllee,,  iiff  nnoott  aallll  ooff  hhuummaanniittyy..  

  

VVIIII..  TThhee  RReemmeeddyy  ooff  aa  NNaattiioonnaall  RReeffeerreenndduumm  aass    

    aann    EExxpprreessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  RRiigghhttss  ooff  LLiibbeerrttyy  iiss    

    AApppprroopprriiaattee  

IItt  ddooeess  nnoott  mmaatttteerr  wwhhoo,,  oorr  wwhhiicchh  ppaarrttyy,,  aann  

AAmmeerriiccaann  cciittiizzeenn  vvootteess  ffoorr,,  tthhee  rreessuulltt  wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  

ssaammee..  WWhheetthheerr  tthhee  vvootteerr  iiss  aa  RReeppuubblliiccaann,,  

DDeemmooccrraatt,,  LLiibbeerrttaarriiaann,,  GGrreeeenn,,  oorr  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt,,  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iiss  mmoorree  lliikkeellyy  ttoo  bbee  rreessppoonnssiivvee  ttoo  

ppoowweerrffuull  ccoorrppoorraattiioonnss,,  ssppeecciiaall  iinntteerreesstt  ggrroouuppss,,  aanndd  

tthhee  wweeaalltthhyy  eelliittee  tthhaann  ttoo  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaann  PPeeooppllee..  

PPeettiittiioonneerr  iiss  ccoonnffiiddeenntt  tthhaatt  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  CCoouurrtt''ss  

oowwnn  jjuuddiicciiaall  nnoottiiccee,,  aaiiddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  rreecceeiipptt  aanndd  

ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn  ooff  aammiiccuuss  ccuurriiaaee  ooffffeerreedd  bbyy  lleeaarrnneedd,,  

rreessppoonnssiibbllee,,  aanndd  rreelliiaabbllee  ffrriieennddss  ooff  tthhee  CCoouurrtt,,  hhiiss  

aalllleeggaattiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee  ccoonnffiirrmmeedd  ttoo  tthhee  CCoouurrtt''ss  

ssaattiissffaaccttiioonn..  
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The Rights of Liberty can be expressed in ways 

other than by voting for candidates and petitioning. 

Although not expressly provided for in the 

Constitution, there is also a natural right to have a 

voice in matters of supreme importance. Voting yes 

or no on the United States Voters' Rights 

Amendment (USVRA) in a national referendum 

would be an expression of the inherent Rights of 

Liberty. 

The USVRA is a Voters' Bill of Rights. It is a 

comprehensive update of the Constitution to honor 

all voters by providing a constitutional right to 

vote; it ensures equal rights to women, and it 

makes all votes count equally. The Amendment 

demands truth from the government, educates 

voters and future leaders, allows the People to 

make policy, and forces their representatives to 

keep their promises. 

Finally, the People will be given the right to 

directly vote on the most critical political policy 

issues facing the Nation each time they elect a new 

president.2 

Perhaps because voting was primarily left up to 

the States, the U.S. government has never 

conducted a national referendum; however, many of 

the States (and the District of Columbia) allow 

direct voting. Moreover, the right to vote on critical 

issues is increasingly being expressed as an 

essential human right. Many countries are now 

 
2 The complete Voters' Bill of Rights is set forth in the Appendix and is 

hereby incorporated by reference. 
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presenting matters of national importance to their 

citizens for a vote. Most recently, the British people 

voted to decide whether the United Kingdom would 

remain in the European Union. 

HHeerree  iiss  tthhee  ccrriissiiss  ccoonnffrroonnttiinngg  tthhiiss  CCoouurrtt::  IIff  

mmaannddaammuuss  ddooeess  nnoott  iissssuuee  ttoo  ccoommppeell  tthhee  

ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ttoo  aallllooww  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  aa  hheeaalliinngg  vvoottee  oonn  

tthhee  ffuuttuurree  ooff  tthheeiirr  NNaattiioonn,,  tthheerree  iiss  aa  ggrraavvee  rriisskk  ooff  aa  

vviioolleenntt  iinnssuurrrreeccttiioonn..  FFrroomm  tthhaatt,,  nnootthhiinngg  ggoooodd  ccoouulldd  

rreessuulltt..  TThhee  oonnllyy  ppeeaacceeffuull  aanndd  rreeaassoonnaabbllee  

aalltteerrnnaattiivvee  iiss  ttoo  ttrruusstt  tthhee  ccoolllleeccttiivvee  wwiissddoomm  ooff  tthhee  

AAmmeerriiccaann  PPeeooppllee,,  wwhhoo  hhoolldd  tthhee  iinnhheerreenntt  ppoowweerr  ttoo  

ttrraannssffoorrmm  tthheeiirr  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  iinnttoo  oonnee  tthhaatt  wwiillll  

bbeetttteerr  sseerrvvee  tthheeiirr  nneeeeddss  aanndd  tthhoossee  ooff  ffuuttuurree  

ggeenneerraattiioonnss..  

AAlleexxiiss  ddee  TTooccqquueevviillllee  wwrroottee  tthhaatt,,  ""TThhee  

ggrreeaattnneessss  ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa  lliieess  nnoott  iinn  iittss  bbeeiinngg  mmoorree  

eennlliigghhtteenneedd  tthhaann  aannyy  ootthheerr  nnaattiioonn,,  bbuutt  rraatthheerr  iinn  

hheerr  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  rreeppaaiirr  hheerr  ffaauullttss..""  TThheerreeiinn  lliieess  tthhee  

ggeenniiuuss  ooff  sseellff  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt——tthhee  hhuummaann  ssuurrvviivvaall  

iinnssttiinncctt  ttoo  eevvoollvvee  iinn  ccoonnffrroonnttiinngg  nneeww  cchhaalllleennggeess..  

  

VVIIIIII..  TThhee  PPeeooppllee  aarree  EEnnttiittlleedd  ttoo  WWiitthhddrraaww  TThheeiirr  

    CCoonnsseenntt  ttoo  bbee  GGoovveerrnneedd——iiff  TThheeyy  aarree  NNoott    

    AAlllloowweedd  ttoo  VVoottee  EEffffeeccttiivveellyy  

Whether Americans have the right to vote is an 

unresolved issue. The Constitution largely left 

voting rights up to the States—as the Constitution 

does not contain an explicit right to vote. 

The individual citizen has no federal 

constitutional right to vote for electors for 
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the President of the United States unless 

and until the state legislature chooses a 

statewide election as the means to 

implement its power to appoint members of 

the Electoral College. (Bush v. Gore, 531 

U.S. 98, 104, 2000) 

Perhaps because only a minority of the People 

were allowed to vote at the time the Constitution 

was written and amended by the Bill of Rights, the 

right of every person to petition their government 

for redress of grievances was given priority in the 

First Amendment. (U.S. Constitution, First 

Amendment) 

The preeminence of the right to petition is 

strong evidence that the right involves more than 

the ability to vote for representatives. The only 

effective forum to bring such a petition against the 

government of the United States—given the 

present crisis—is in this Supreme Court. 

All power not delegated by the Constitution to 

the federal government or reserved to the States, 

resides with the People. (U.S. Constitution, Ninth 

and Tenth Amendments) These elemental Rights of 

Liberty create a personal power that is held by each 

and every American citizen. It can be expressed by 

an individual's vote, or by a petition for redress of 

grievances; however, the potential power of 

personal liberty—including the right to vote in 

referenda—far exceeds these manifestations. 

Deprived of these fundamental rights, the ultimate 

expression of the natural power of liberty is the 
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unrestrained ability of the People to withdraw their 

consent to be governed. 

 Having the Voter's Bill of Rights as the subject 

of a referendum will be a complete remedy, as the 

U.S. Voters' Rights Amendment provides the 

manner and means for its own ratification and 

implementation. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Petitioner acknowledges his inability to 

adequately present the overwhelming evidence 

supporting his allegation that the United States 

government has become corrupt, ineffective, 

unrepresentative, and threatening; however he has 

confidence in the wisdom of this Court to judicially 

notice the state of the Nation, and to welcome and 

consider amicus curiae briefs filed in the matter, 

before rendering a just decision. 

Living under a failed government, petitioner's 

options are to continue voting for the best of bad 

candidates, solicit money to run for public office, or 

contribute to political candidates who make empty 

and misleading promises. None of these options are 

appealing. Not only would they be destined for 

failure, petitioner is 77 years old and does not have 

the energy or means to undertake the effort 

required. 

Whereas at common law and under the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Section 8), 

there can be no right without an adequate 

remedy—and since the only  peaceful way the 
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American People can effectively assert their Rights 

of Liberty is through a referendum on the future of 

their Nation—then an order to the Legislative and 

Executive Powers to hold such a referendum would 

be a constitutionally appropriate, and necessary, 

exercise of the Court's balancing power. 

Based on the foregoing, the granting of this 

Petition for Writ of Mandamus is essential. The 

petitioner respectfully requests that an order and 

rule be entered and issued directing respondent to 

show cause why a writ of mandamus should not be 

issued against it and why your petitioner should 

not have such other and further relief in the 

premises as may be just and proper. 

The Executive and Legislative Powers must be 

ordered to conduct and facilitate a national 

referendum on the Voters' Bill of Rights in 

conjunction with the next federal election. 

The petitioner calls upon the assistance of this 

Honorable Court in this effort to defuse and resolve 

a dire threat to the survival of the United States of 

America. The thoughtful exercise of discretion by 

each individual Justice in deciding this matter is 

crucial—as not since Dred Scott appeared before 

this Court has it faced such a moral and critical 

question. Are we a free People, or not? 

 

     Respectfully Submitted 

     WILLIAM JOHN COX 

     In Propria Persona.  
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The United States Voter's Rights Amendment 

The Voters' Bill of Rights 

Section 1. 

The right of all citizens of the United States, who 

are eighteen years of age or older, to cast effective 

votes in political elections is inherent under this 

Constitution and shall not be denied or abridged by 

the United States or by any State. 

Section 2. 

Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied 

or abridged by the United States or by any State on 

account of sex. 

Section 3. 

The States shall ensure that all citizens who are 

eligible to vote are registered to vote. 

In balancing the public benefit of maximum voter 

participation with the prevention of voting fraud, 

Congress and the States shall not impose any 

unjustifiable restriction on registration or voting by 

citizens. 

The intentional suppression of voting is hereby 

prohibited and, in addition to any other penalty 

imposed by law, any person convicted of the 

intentional suppression of voting shall be ineligible 

for public office for a period of five years following 

such conviction. 

Section 4. 

The rights protected by the Constitution of the 

United States are the rights of natural persons 

only. 
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Artificial entities established by the laws of any 

State, the United States, or any foreign state shall 

have no rights under this Constitution and are 

subject to regulation by the People, through 

Federal, State, or local law. 

The privileges of artificial entities shall be 

determined by the People, through Federal, State, 

or local law, and shall not be construed to be 

inherent or inalienable. 

Section 5. 

Federal, State and local government shall regulate, 

limit, or prohibit contributions and expenditures, to 

ensure that all citizens, regardless of their 

economic status, have access to the political 

process, and that no person gains, as a result of 

their money, substantially more access or ability to 

influence in any way the election of any candidate 

for public office or any ballot measure. 

Federal, State and local government shall require 

that any permissible contributions and 

expenditures be publicly disclosed. 

The judiciary shall not construe the spending of 

money to influence elections to be speech under the 

First Amendment. 

Section 6. 

Nothing contained in this article shall be construed 

to abridge the freedom of the press, which includes 

electronic and digital publication. 
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Section 7. 

In balancing the public benefits of corruption-free 

elections with allowing candidates to accept private 

campaign contributions, Congress and the States 

shall favor public financing over private 

contributions. 

Broadcasters using the public airwaves shall 

provide free airtime for political campaign 

programming; ensure controversial issues of public 

importance are presented in an honest, equitable 

and balanced manner; and provide equal time to 

opposing candidates and political points of view.  

No campaign for elective public office, including 

receipt of campaign contributions, shall commence 

prior to six months before such election. 

Section 8. 

Election districts represented by members of 

Congress, or by members of any State legislative 

body, shall be compact and composed of contiguous 

territory. The State shall have the burden of 

justifying any departures from this requirement by 

reference to neutral criteria such as natural, 

political, or historical boundaries or demographic 

changes. Enhancing or preserving the power of any 

political party or individual shall not be such a 

neutral criterion. 

Congress shall apportion the number of 

representatives according to the decennial census 

to ensure the representation of a maximum of 

250,000 Persons in each district. 
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Section 9. 

It shall be a primary function of the government to 

ensure that the People are supplied with truthful, 

unbiased, objective, and timely information 

regarding the political, economic, environmental, 

financial, and social issues that affect them, and 

that all students are educated in the nature and 

responsibilities of representative democracy. 

The University of the United States shall be 

established to incorporate all federal service 

academies and to provide education on the nature 

and responsibilities of representative democracy, 

the meaning of freedom, and the appropriate 

limitations on the use of coercion and force. 

Section 10. 

During the calendar year preceding a presidential 

election, Congress shall solicit public comment 

regarding the political issues that most concern the 

People. 

Prior to the end of the calendar year preceding a 

presidential election, Congress shall adopt a joint 

resolution articulating questions regarding the 

twelve most critical policy issues to be addressed by 

the next president and Congress. 

Failure of Congress to adopt such a joint resolution 

prior to the end of such calendar year shall result 

in the disqualification of all sitting members of 

Congress to be eligible for reelection. 
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Section 11. 

Federal elections conducted every second year shall 

be held on a national voters' holiday, with full pay 

for all citizens who cast ballots. 

Federal elections shall be conducted on uniform, 

hand-countable paper ballots and, for the 

presidential election, ballots shall include the 

twelve most critical policy questions articulated by 

Congress, each to be answered yes or no by the 

voters. 

Paper ballots shall provide space allowing voters to 

handwrite in their choice for all elective federal 

offices, if they choose, and all such votes shall be 

counted. 

Section 12. 

Clauses Two and Three of Article Two, Section One 

and the Twelfth and Twenty-third articles of 

amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States are hereby repealed. 

Clause Four of Article Two, Section One of the 

Constitution of the United States is amended to 

read as follows: "The Congress shall determine the 

dates of the primary and general elections of the 

president and vice president, which dates shall be 

the same throughout the United States. The 

presidential and vice presidential candidates 

receiving the most popular votes by all citizens of 

the United States shall be elected." 
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Section 13. 

No person, having previously served as an official 

of the federal government, whether elected, 

appointed, employed, or serving in the military 

shall engage in any employment to advocate an 

interest or position to any Government official for a 

period of time following such service equal to the 

period of such service. 

No person advocating an interest or position to any 

government official, whether or not for pay, shall 

offer or provide any campaign contribution, gifts, or 

things of value, including favors, services, travel, 

meals, entertainment, honoraria, and promises of 

future employment to such government official, nor 

shall such official accept any such proffering. 

Restrictions imposed on such persons by this 

section shall not be deemed to violate the rights of 

free speech or petition for redress. 

Section 14. 

No member of Congress, federal judge, or federal 

official shall vote, or rule on any matter in which 

such person or their spouse, domestic partner, 

child, or contributor of more than minor amounts of 

campaign funds has a financial, legal, or beneficial 

interest. 

Section 15. 

This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have 

been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution 

by conventions in the several States, as provided in 

the Constitution. 
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Delegates to State conventions to ratify this 

amendment shall be selected by special elections 

held within three months of its being proposed by 

Congress to the States. The voters in each 

congressional district in the several States shall 

elect one delegate. All delegate candidates shall 

affirm under oath when filing as a candidate 

whether they will vote yes or no for ratification of 

the proposed amendment, and their position shall 

be printed with their names on the special election 

ballot. Delegates shall not have the power to vote 

differently than their stated intention. 

Conventions shall be held in the capitals of each 

State within three months of the election of 

delegates, with the chief justice of the highest court 

in the State chairing the convention. Tie votes by 

delegates shall be considered a vote for ratification. 


